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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the 
manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact 
terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the 
best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

The recitation of "a calculation unit enabling an "absolute coordinate value 
mode"-like inputting operation by calculating a distance between a final coordinate value 
of a previous operation and a beginning coordinate value of a current input operation by 
said input unit" in claims 1, 5. 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29, and 33 does not disclosed in the 
specification. The specification only disclose a coordinate input device is set in an 
absolute mode when the contact area is less than a predetemnined value C or the off- 
contact time is less than the predetermined time T1(see figures 4A-5 . 7; paragraphs 
48-55 and 69-73). The specification only disclose a calculation unit{S57, figures 6 and 
8) for calculating a distance between a final coordinate value of a previous operation 
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and beginning coordinate value of a current input operation when the coordinate input 
device is in a relative mode(see figures 6, 8; paragraphs 64 and 82), 
3. Regarding claims 1. 5, 9. 13. 17. 21. 25, 29. 33, and 40. the phrase "or the like" 
renders the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually 
disclosed (those encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the 
claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Louis et 
al(6,088,023). 



Louis et al teach a writing device comprising a switch(18) for switching between a 
relative coordinate value(touchpad input mode) and an absolute coordinate 
mode(graphic tablet) based on an input signal and a detector detecting a coordinate 
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value based on the switching(see figures 1 A-2; column 4, lines 53-63 and column 5, 
lines 47-56). 

6. Claims 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Applicants' admitted prior art 

Applicant's admitted prior art teach a writing device comprising a 
switch(hardware) for switching between a relative coordinate value and an absolute 
coordinate mode based on an input signal and a detector detecting a coordinate value 
based on the switching(see figure 1 and paragraphs 6 and 12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

8. Claims 1-3. 5-7, 9-1 1 , 13-15, 17-19. 21-23. 25-27. 29-31 and 33-35 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over applicants' admitted prior in view of 
Yoshinobu et al(5.777.605). 
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The limitation of a calculation unit enabling an "absolute coordinate value mode" 
as cited in claims 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29, and 33 will not be considered on the below 
rejections. 

As to claim 1 , 5, 9, 13, 17, 21 , 25, 29 and 33, Applicants' admitted prior art 
teaches a coordinate detection device, comprising an input unit (input panel, S10), 
having a surface thereof, to which a coordinate value is input by an input means 
device(see figures 1-2 and paragraphs 4-5); a determination unit(S16) determines an 
operation mode of the input unit(input panel)(see figure 1 and paragraphs 10); a 
calculation unit (SI 9) for calculating e distance between a final coordinate value of a 
previous operation and a beginning coordinate value of a current input operation; a 
setting unit setting in the calculation unit, a coordinate value at a time when the input 
device is detached from the surface of the input unit as the final coordinate value of the 
previous input operation(see figures 1,4-8; abstract and paragraphs 1 1-12). 

Applicant's admitted prior art fail to prevent the current input operation from being 
connected to the previous input operation on a display. 

Yoshinobu et al teach a coordinate detection device for preventing the current 
input operation(relative mode, switching a relative mode to an absolute mode by 
detecting contact area) from being connected to the previous input operation(relative 
mode) on a display(see figures 1-5; abstract; column 5, lines 26-68; column 6 and 
column 7, lines 1-6). It would have been obvious to have modified applicants' admitted 
prior art, so the absolute and relative modes could be automatically switched by 
detecting the contact area without need to press a button(see abstract ). 
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As to claims 2, 6, 10, 14, 18, 22. 26, 30 and 34, applicants' admitted prior art 
teach the control unit that enables or disable the setting unit based on detennination 
result of the determination unit(see figure 1 and paragraph 11). 

As to claim 3, 7, 11, 15, 19, 23, 27, 31 and 35, Yoshinobu et al teach the 
detennination unit(61) determines the operation mode of the input unit based on a 
contact area formed by a contact of the input means(finger or stylus) with the surface 
of the input unit(51)(see figures 4-5; column 5, lines 25-68 and column 6, lines 1-50). 
9. Claims 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicants' admitted prior in view of Yoshinobu et al(5.777,605) and Suzuki et 
al(5,561,447). 

As to claims 37-39, Applicants' admitted prior art fail to set a coordinate value of 
a fit inputting as the final coordinate value input of the first inputting if a second inputting 
has not occurred for a predetermined of time. 

Suzuki et al teach a computer medium for storing a coordinate value of a first 
inputting as the final coordinate value input of the first inputting(pen-down) if a second 
inputting has not occun^ed for a predetermined of time(see figures 1 , 4, 7, 1 1 ; abstract; 
column 2, lines 25-32 and column 7, lies 43-55). It would have been obvious to have 
modified Applicants' admitted prior art as modified with the teaching of Suzuki et al, the 
error coordinate input data could be prevented(see abstract). 

As to claim 38, applicants' admitted prior art teach the control unit that enables or 
disable the setting unit based on determination result of the determination unit(see 
figure 1 and paragraph 11), 
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As to claim 39, Yoshinobu et al teach the determination unit(61) determines the 
operation mode of the input unit based on a contact area formed by a contact of the 
input means(finger or stylus) with the surface of the input unit(51 )(see figures 4-5; 
column 5, lines 25-68 and column 6, lines 1-50), 

10. Claims 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28, 32. and 36-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicants' admitted prior in view of Yoshinobu et 
al(5,777.605) and Ma)cted(6,340,967). 

As to claims 4. 8, 12. 16, 20. 24, 28. 32 and 36-40, Applicants' admitted prior art 
fail to determine the operation mode of inputting based on a time during which input 
device is detached from the surface of the input unit. 

Maxted teaches a coordinate input device for determining the operation mode of 
inputting based on a time during which input device is detached from the surface of the 
input unit(see figures 1, 21C-23; abstract; column 2, lines 10-26 and column 4, lines 35- 
40). It would have been obvious to have modified applicants' admitted prior art with the 
teaching of Maxted, so an operation mode could be could be automatically selected by 
detecting the contact area without need to press a button(see abstract ). 

As to claim 37, Maxted teaches a computer medium for storing a coordinate 
value(X,Y) of a first inputting as the final coordinate value input of the first inputting(pen- 
down) if a second inputting has not occurred for a predetermined of time(see figures 1 , 
21C-23; abstract; column 2, lines 10-26; column 27, lines 43-55 and column 29, lies 
35-39). 
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Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-41 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Carroll et al(6,121 ,960) teach a touch screen having an absolute mode and a 
relative mode. 

Ishigaki(6, 107,992) teach a remote controller having a switch for switching the 
controller in different mode 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lun-yi Lao whose telephone number is 571-272-7671 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 571-272-7681. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 15, 2006 




Lun-yi Lao 
Primary Examiner 



